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Situation
Summary:

On 28 February 2001, a 6.8 magnitude earthquake struck Seattle at 1:55
p.m. EST. The epicenter was located 30 miles SW of Seattle, WA,
between Olympia and Bremerton. The earthquake depth of 22.2 miles is
similar to the depth of the 1949 earthquake - no aftershocks occurred then
and none are expected with this quake. Initial reports do not indicate
major damage.
Although there are scattered outages, power has largely been restored.
Several Washington State office buildings have been evacuated. The
Governor is working from the Emergency Operations Center.
The FEMA Director and Congressional Delegates are in Seattle today.
A large amount of minor damage exists throughout the region, particularly
to older buildings. General Services Administration is sending engineers
to Seattle to inspect Federal buildings.
The Governor of Washington declared a State of Emergency for western
Washington, anticipating request for Presidential action.

Air: Seattle airport (SEA/TAC) is open for all departures and arrivals. The
airport fueling system is functional, and fuel is currently available. National
Airspace System facilities in the Seattle area sustained minimal damage.
The Air Traffic Control Towers (ATCT) at Seattle-Tacoma (SEA) and
Boeing Field/King County International (BFI) are out of service. A portable
air traffic control tower is operating at SEA/TAC from a temporary facility on
the west side of the airfield. Air traffic services are operating at BFI from a
hangar, and a portable tower is enroute.

The Northwest Mountain Regional Headquarters was evacuated and will
remain closed until further notice pending structural inspections.

Bellingham airport is open and operational.

A total of 18 flights bound for Seattle were diverted to Portland, OR.

Portland (PDX) airport is open, and reports no damage.

Rail: Burlington Northern has ceased operation in a 400 mile radius of Seattle
until all tracks are inspected.
Union Pacific has ceased operation in a a150 mile radius of Seattle



All railroads are currently inspecting their tracks, bridges, and tunnels. So
far, there have been no reports of damage.

Communications is distrupted due to overload.

Amtrak has canceled their northbound 4:00 p.m. train departure from
Portland Amtrak also cancelled their southbound 5:20 p.m. train from
Seattle. Two occupied Amtrak passenger trains (1 northbound and 1
southbound) are stopped between Seattle and Tacoma awaiting track
inspections. Passengers will be bussed, however, street traffic is extremely
congested.

Highways: Unusually high traffic volumes are being experienced in the area.
Information about road way conditions including closures, debris, status of
bridges and state routes continues to come in as roads are inespected. For
the most part, the roads were open with heavy traffic. Land slides and
debris have occured affecting roads. All Interstates are open; some of the
state routes are affected. US Highway 2 across Stevens Pass is closed for
both east and west bound traffic near Gold Bar due to to damage to the
"Big Eddy" bridge, which reportedy dropped several inches. The Interstate
90 floating bridge is listing.

Traffic is heavy but moving between Seattle and Olympia. All Interstate
freeways are open.

The Federal Highway Administration Division Office is closed and will
remain closed on Thursday.

Marine: The ports of Seattle, Tacoma, and Olympia are open. The CG Captain of
the Port (COTP) has removed all controls on vessel movements.

Bridge operators were contacted to assess damage and impact on vessel
movement. Most bridges are reported operable, but a few are still in need
of further assessment before becoming fully operational. The 1st Avenue
South, Spokane Street, 14th/16th Avenue bridges are closed to marine
traffic until further notice. These closures will restrict some tug and barge
operations in Seattle. The COTP does not anticipate major impact as a
result.

Media interest in port activity is relatively minor compared to other impacts
of the earthquake.

Transit: Seattle's monorail and bus operations (King County or METRO) both
resumed operations within one-hour after the earthquake struck. The
tunnel and viaduct and monorail guide-way were all inspected and found to
be structurally sound. Currently there are no light-rail-vehicle operations in
Seattle. There is a heavy-rail transit operation involving one vehicle
departing in the morning and another at night (also not affected by the
earthquake). There were no reports of damage to any of the ferries.

Area transit agencies headquartered near Seattle (i.e., Everett, Olympia,
and Pierce County) reported no injuries and minimal, if any, damages. All
area transit agencies have been dispatching teams to inspect for structural
damages to their vehicles and facilities.

Pipelines: Washington Utilities and Transportation Commission reports a broken 2
inch natural gas main north of Tacoma. The area has been isolated and



homes evacuated. Pudget Sound Energy is in the process of repairing the
main.

Olympic Pipeline and Williams Natural Gas companies are shut down while
their systems are being inspected.

The Office of Pipeline Safety (RSPA/OPS) Western Regional Office in
Denver, CO is contacting pipeline operators in the area affected by the
earthquake. Both companies have dispatched employees to patrol their
pipeline for leak indications and Olympic is checking their storage tanks for
damage. Kinder Morgan, GATX and Chevron pipeline companies report no
pipeline integrity problems. Phone line disruptions to the area are
hampering communications, but early reports indicate no serious pipeline
problems.

Motor Carrier
Safety:

Highway Traffic
Safety:

What actions have been
taken?

The DOT headquarters CMC continues to operate. FEMA has
activated the Emergency Support Team - ESF-1 Transportation
will be represented; the Movement Coordination Center is also
staffed at FEMA..

International transportation
incidents:

Contact Info:
(Name, Phone, Email, etc.)

Bill Medigovich 202-366-5270

Prepared by: Eric Nelson/Barbara Barajas , 202-366-4539

Attachments: None

Source(s): RETREP Region 10, Region 9, FAA, USCG, FTA, FHWA,
RSPA/OPS, FRA, Transport Canada and the new media
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